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UNIT NARRATIVE 

In this unit, students explore the geography, history, and culture of the United States and Canada. Students begin with physical and 
human geography, analyzing features such as climate, landforms, and natural resources and how they shape economic activity and 
population distribution. They then examine significant events in U.S. and Canadian history, including exploration, colonization, and 
independence movements. The unit concludes by studying civic participation and representative government systems in both 
nations. Through the use of graphic organizers, vocabulary tasks, and close reading, students develop historical thinking skills and 
the ability to use geographic tools and data to make inferences and draw conclusions. 
 
Learners will engage with Chapter 3: North America, Geography & History and Chapter 4: North America, Today in the National 
Geographic: World Cultures and Geography textbook. Materials from Cengage (NatGeo online platform) will be utilized throughout 
the daily lessons. 
 
 

6th Grade SS TX 
Unit 3 

Suggested Duration: 15 days 
Scanning Deadline: October 23rd   

 

Unit 3: The United States & Canada 

UNIT PLAN 
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Chapter 3: North America – 
Geography and History 

Chapter 4: North America 
Today 
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UNDERSTANDINGS AND QUESTIONS 
Important big ideas and processes for the unit. 
 

 

Key Understandings 
- Geographic factors such as landforms, climate, and natural resources influence population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic 
development. 
- Historical and cultural characteristics shape the development of nations and their political institutions. 
- Citizens participate in government through various forms of civic engagement and expression. 
- Exploration and colonization have lasting effects on cultural development and international relations. 

 

Key Questions 
- How do physical and human geography influence how and where people live? 
- In what ways have history and colonization shaped the development of the United States and Canada? 
- What responsibilities do citizens have in a representative government? 
- How do people influence the political and cultural landscape of a country? 

 


